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Friday 16 February 2018
Gerald Hayo: Life as an 
LBQ activist in Kenya

Gerald Hayo works for 
the rights of lesbian, 
bi and queer women in 
the coastal regions of 
Kenya. In her talk she will 
discuss the challenges 
she has faced in her life 
both personally and 
professionally as an 
openly lesbian woman in a 
conservative culture.

Friday 2 March 2018
Anima Poudel: 
Chhauppadi – a 
menstrual taboo in 
rural Nepal

Women’s rights and 
youth activist Anima 
Poudel discusses 
chhaupadi, a centuries 
long discriminatory 
practice against women 
and girls during their 
menstrual periods and 
postpartum periods that 
is still practised in remote 
rural areas of Nepal. 
How does this practice 
affect on women’s and 
girls’ ability to enjoy their 
rights? What can be 
done to promote women’s 
rights in traditional rural 
communities?

Friday 16 March 2018
Arwa Elrabie: Shrinking 
civic space in Sudan

Sudanese lawyer and 
human rights defender 
Arwa Elrabie discusses 
the current human rights 
situation in Sudan, and 
how the increasing legal 
restrictions impact on the 
space where civil society 
organisations are able to 
work. What are the future 
hopes for human rights 
organisations working  
in Sudan?

Time: 13:00–14:15

Location: AEW/003, Alcuin East Wing,  
West Campus, University of York, YO10 5DD

Admission: Free tickets available on Eventbrite
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Friday 19 January 2018
Nea’ma Allah Hisham:  
Victims’ Voices from Egypt

The human rights 
situation in Egypt is at a 
very difficult junction at 
the moment, but despite 
this fact, documenting 
human rights violations 
has not stopped. Human 
rights NGOs and human 
rights defenders are 
working underground 
with different strategies 
to make the voices of 
the victims heard. They 
are doing this high-risk 
work in order to stop 
violations against people; 
to preserve their rights 
for a future transitional 
justice process; to raise 
human rights awareness; 
to prove systematic 

patterns of violations; and 
to identify gaps between 
laws, regulations and the 
national constitution, 
and between the actual 
practice of the regime on 
the one hand, and between 
treaties, conventions and 
regional and international 
protocols on the other.

Nea’ma Allah Hisham 
will discuss the practice 
of human rights 
documentation and bring 
forward some of the voices 
of the victims to highlight 
emblematic cases.

Friday 2 February 2018
Roman Avramenko: Ten 
things about the war in 
Ukraine you probably 
didn’t know

A documentor of war 
crimes in Eastern Ukraine 
and annexed Crimea, 
Roman Avramenko, will 
be talking about the war 
which is ongoing at the 
centre of Europe. You 
will learn about why this 
conflict started and when 
it will end. Some tips and 
hints on how not to shut 
down while working in  
a conflict zone will also  
be provided.



The Centre for Applied Human Rights at the University of York has hosted the 
Protective Fellowship Scheme for Human Rights Defenders at Risk since 2008. 
Every year up to 10 human rights defenders from across the globe participate 
the Scheme for periods of 3-6 months. During their stay in York they focus on a 
human rights research project, attend practical trainings and conduct advocacy and 
networking, all of which strengthen their organisation’s capacity to conduct human 
rights work in extremely difficult environments.
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